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Are we going to get a full   Cricket  season this year?


It is over a year now since we have had to come to terms with a lifestyle that none of us have encountered before, but there are now signs that we may be able to enjoy a full season of cricket, albeit with a number of restrictions, and both the Kent League and Regional Leagues hope to complete full fixture lists over the coming months, whilst  your committee are also planning for that eventuality as it continues to meet on a monthly basis 

The sudden and tragic  death of Graham Watts early in the New Year prevented me from commenting on our AGM and although I will not go into too much detail – the Minutes are available on the website – I would just like to record my thanks to a  couple of people who stood down on that occasion, both of whom have given great service to our club, namely Marie-Ann Brown whom, quietly and unassumingly, got on with the job of Welfare Officer, and Alex Forbes whom, and let’s face it, has never been quiet nor unassuming but we love him just the same, who stood down as Club Captain 


Margo Lawrence, having previously worked with Marie-Ann in this essential role,  now takes sole responsibility for our Welfare issues whilst Doug Forbes succeeds his big brother as Club Captain 


Covid prevented us having an end of season Dinner/Awards evening and although the truncated 2020 season made it inappropriate to make a full set of awards,  we felt that there were a number of people who were worthy of recognition and the following were announced at the AGM: 
Colt of year


Ollie Reid 
Young Player of the year:
Shehan Sivaranjan 
Player of  the year

Jon Rodda
Club person of the year
Michael Mitchell
 


Congratulations to all four on their thoroughly deserved awards 

I would also like to thank Josh Holland, who has stood down as the 3rd Xl skipper to be  replaced by Kevin Carruthers,  and Velsen Deverajulu, who led the Sunday Development side last year and who is yet to be replaced

Doug Forbes also stood down as 2nd Xl skipper -  apparently he wants to play in the 3rd  Xl “as a batsman”!!! – did you hear that Kevin?   and although a replacement has yet to be found, one of his duties as Club Captain is to find his replacement 

You will soon be receiving a questionnaire which you are asked to complete as your views are vital as we continue  progress  and provide everything you want from your Cricket Club 


This edition includes a Cricket Quiz, to whet your appetite  for the coming season,  and also enable you to test your knowledge of the game – and I’m sure it is good 


The Kent League will be producing a smaller handbook this year which will not include the ‘Around the Clubs’  feature, which will only appear on the league’s website. However, you can read our own entry later in this publication 

Tributes continue to be written in appreciation of Graham and they, too, appear in these pages 
 


Who to contact and how
Life President:

Ian Pilgrim 




0208 402 1668



Email:  Ian@westcroftmortgages.co.uk 
President: 

Jasper Gundry-White 



07789 934867  (Mobile) 



Email:  jaspergw@ntlworld.com
Chairman

Dave Welch 




07528  691488 (Mobile) 




Email:  dgwelch1975@sky.com
Vice-Chair 

Lawrence Allen 




Email: Loz_Allen@hotmail.com 

07946 635020 (Mobile)  
Colts Chairperson: 
 Barrie Frampton 




Email: barrie.frampton@gmail.com 

Club Captain: 

Doug Forbes




07768 713795  (Mobile) 




Email: Alexforbes46@hotmail.co.uk 

Secretary:

Mike Pike




020 8659 6443 (H)






Email: owmikepike@yahoo.co.uk
Welfare Officers
Margo Lawrence 



07850 446874  (M)




Email: Margoowcolts@aol.com 


and

Marie-Anne Brown



Email: Marie-Anne-Brown@hotmail.co.uk 

Treasurer:

Andy Spedding 



07973 847469 (Mobile)



Email: andy.spedding@hotmail.co.uk

 Fixtures Secretary: 
Laurence Allen 



07946 635020 (Mobile) 




Email: Loz_Allen@hotmail.com 

Website Administrator and
Communications Officers:  Alex Forbes, Lawrence Allen  and 




Steve Lawrence 




Email: steverlawrence@gmail.com
Skippers:


1st  XI


Michael Mitchell 



07721 628117
   (M) 




Email: michaelgmitchell@live.co.uk

 
2nd Xl


To be agreed 
3rd Xl: 


Kevin Carruthers 





Kevin.carruthers9@btinternet.com

07980 620299
   (M) 
4th XI


Neil Treacher 




Email: tapir7@tiscali.co.uk


07956513331

 5th XI


Alex Forbes




07855 273218 (M) 



alexforbes46@hotmail.co.uk 

Sunday Development: To be agreed 
T20


Michael Mitchell  -  as above 
Websites

Kent Cricket League Website: www.kcl.uk.net
Kent Feeder League website  http://krcl.play-cricket.com 

Sunday Development League website http://kentsdl.play-cricket.com
Old Wilsonians: www.oldwilsonians.play-cricket.com
North Kent Junior League: http://nkentjumior.play-cricket.com
Old Wilsonians’ Association website www.OldWilsonians.com
Some more responses to the loss of Graham 

Our Club Captain received the following from the British Heart Foundation 
 Dear Doug,
I’m a BHF Fundraising Manager and have noticed the ‘Just Giving’ page you set up following Graham’s passing and  thought I would drop you a line for thinking of us at such a difficult time. We exist solely as a consequence of  the kindness and generosity of our supporters, volunteers and fundraisers, so I would like to take every opportunity to thank you all.
 If there’s anything we can do or if you’re planning a further fundraiser, please do not hesitate to get in touch.
Many thanks,  Karl  Coppack 
Thank you for the email Karl,
 It is much appreciated what you have done for Graham, who was a much loved character at our club, and, along with his brother did so much for so many people.
 I’m copying in Dave Welch, our Chairman, Ian Pilgrim, our Life President, Jasper Gundry-White, current President, and Mike Pike, our Club Secretary,  who is another life-long member of our club and who runs the newsletter, even through Covid times, as your email would be a nice addition.
We hope the donation goes in some small way in helping other individuals with heart issues;  it is what Graham  would have wanted.
 Thanks again for the email; it is much appreciated
 Regards, Doug
And a reminder that it is still not too late to make a donation to:
justgiving.com/fundraising/graham-watts-ow  whilst cheques should be made out to:
‘The British Heart Foundation’  and sent to: J & R Killick, 112 High Street, West Wickham, BR4 0ND 

And the following appeared in  the IME  (This Entertainments Club)  newsletter 

After the horrors of 2020, it was hoped that 2021 would bring happier times. However, if this New Year is on seven day approval,  I want to send it back!  

In this first week we have Covid out of control, the Trump debacle and the sad loss of another IME stalwart. Graham Watts passed away on 5th January having just reached 71 years of age. His career was spent at Southwark Entertainments beginning in the late 1960s, where he stage managed their broad and busy entertainments programme. Amongst their venues and outdoor galas the productions at Peckham Civic Centre covered a wide range of shows  and included pantomimes and the ever popular Variety Club nights. 

Graham  was also involved on the sports side and was the coordinator for the Southwark leg of the London Marathon. After leaving Hammersmith Entertainments, his brother Bryan took over as boss at Southwark and the two worked well together. On gaining early retirement, Graham became a Court official, organising judges and magistrate’s time tables. 

His last job was Manager at the Beckenham Cricket and Sports Club. He became hugely popular at Bryan’s Old Wilsonians Sports club for past Wilson’s pupils and rose to become their Club Captain. 

He arranged two Cricket tours to Barbados where he amazed the tourists by demonstrating great skill as a scuba diver. Up to last cricket season he was also club scorer. Always amiable and very witty, our paths first crossed back in 1969. I had joined Hammersmith Entertainments where Bryan was Deputy Entertainments Manager. Kevin Eason was another colleague there at that time. Peter Bailey joined us a year later. Pleased to say we all went on to make our mark in the business. 

Over at Peckham, they had a variety club night starring Roy Hudd. I was free and Bryan suggested I go over and give Graham a hand as it was a busy show and good experience for me. Graham and I shared the same sense of humour and became friends. 

When I was working at Greenwich Entertainments in the mid-1970s, we ran Variety Club Nights and Graham would often help out with a backdrop from Peckham.  

Graham had weight problems which affected his mobility, but about five years ago, following a health scare, he went on a strict diet regime and shed over eight stone. The new slim Graham was a revelation and we were all in awe of his achievement.  He was very close to his brother, who died five years ago, and was in regular touch with Bryan’s son and family, who live in Australia. 


One poignant story, which Graham told over a lunch, went as follows. Bryan and Graham’s father filled in two pools coupons every week Littlewoods and Zetters, with the same predictions.  As a young teenager Graham would put them in the envelopes and post them. One evening Graham heard a ‘Whoop’ from downstairs. His father had checked the results and he had eight draws on both coupons on a day when there were not that many more  

It promised to be two huge wins, totaling in excess of £150,000 or more which, in the early 1960s,  was a fortune. (This was a time where you could buy a detached house in London for £6,000.) His Dad sent off the claims. Then reply letters came back from the pools companies expressing their condolences, as Graham had put the Littlewoods coupon in the Zetters envelope and vice versa.  

They were not legally obliged to pay anything although Zetters sent £100 and Littlewoods £200 as a consolation. Graham said his parents never mentioned the mistake, although the thought of how  

their lives would have been very different haunted Graham for ever more 

So let’s hope there is an afterlife and Bryan and Graham are back together. Come on 2021, you can do better than this!   







Chris Hare
A fond farewell to a great OW servant and friend 


It was snowing quite heavily on the morning of February 9th   The news from Chennai was that England had beaten India by 227 runs in the first Test match. Graham would have been pleased to hear that news and the fact that the Six Nations tournament had started the previous week-end. He loved his cricket and rugby and yearned for the day when rugby posts replaced goal nets at Hayes and took some comfort in the fact that the school now plays rugby as part of its curriculum 


It was the day of his funeral, although better described as ‘A celebration of Graham’s life, ’and it somehow seemed apposite   that it should have taken place just a few hours after that Test triumph 


I walked to Beckenham Crematorium as the snow continued to fall. I enjoy walking in the snow.  Everything seems to be so much slower and people tend to take a bit more care to deal with the conditions, and I allowed a little extra time as a consequence and my thoughts were primarily with Graham as my journey progressed 


My route took me down Woodbastwick Rd, a former residence of Gerry Adams’ Dad,   and subsequently Chesham Rd, where Ron Kirby lives.  In-between times a hearse drove towards me in Kent House Rd  - ‘ You’re going the wrong way,’ I wanted to shout whilst, at about the same time, the funeral cortege  was assembling at the Club with many lining Hayes Hill as those not able to go to the Crematorium, because  coronavirus restrictions had limited those in attendance to 28,  paid their last respects to a man loved by all who knew him 


“They keep having a go at me,” he once confided 


“It’s only because they love you”, I reassured him  


On arriving at the crematorium I was reminded of the ‘Only fools and horses’  episode in which they buried grand-dad;  that, too,  had been  a very cold day with snow on the ground 


The first person I saw was Jane Kempthorn, still unable to believe what had happened. Neil Treacher had been there since 10-00 a.m, another who had left early in view of the conditions, and everyone else attending arrived on time. 


The hearse arrived and one of the pall bearers was Chris Sterling, an Old Wilsonian, who works for Killicks, the funeral directors.  He attempted to lift the boot of the hearse and was initially unable to do so, but a gentle tap on the side of the vehicle was the signal for the driver to release the relevant catch 


Social distancing was explained before we went in and the front of the order of service featured an angelic photograph of Graham, which must have been taken well over 60 years ago


The celebrant, Jeanne Rathbone,  welcomed us all and talked us through the story  of Graham’s life which included, and verbatim, Alex’s moving tribute to our dear friend which appeared in both ‘NOW’ and as part of one of his regular OW round-ups 


Jasper then read the eulogy, written by Jonathon, Graham’s nephew, with a few additions of his own.  The family now live in Australia and, sadly, because of the current travel restrictions, were not able to attend,  but it is hoped they will be able to visit next year 


Graham was very proud of his great nephews – Jonathan’s sons – particularly of their cricketing prowess


Jasper has been a great friend to Graham and,  since Bryan’s death,    has become a sort of surrogate brother, visiting him on a regular basis and making sure he is ok. Today he spoke movingly and with a great deal of emotion, which simply added to the impact of what he had to say, and concluded by leaving said eulogy, and an OW cricket cap, with the coffin 


Returning, the Celebrant read some lovely words written by Graham’s close friend Emma, who explained how much she valued his friendship and vice versa and how they could discuss any issue between them and recalled the likes of visits to Dymchurch – there was a  lovely picture of Graham on the back of the order of service which illustrated perfectly how much he enjoyed such days,  as he looked  a picture of contentment 


Emma  had chosen a poem for Graham -  ‘All Is Well’  by Henry Scott Holland – which Clive read perfectly,  the emotion in his voice expressing the thoughts we were all sharing,  and following the committal and closing words we left to the strains of  ‘Swing low sweet charity, ’ the unofficial anthem of the England rugby team 


Like Emma, Jasper and Clive, Ian Pilgrim, as Graham’s executor, had played a great part in the arrangements, and our thanks are due to them all 


“I’ll come back and haunt you if you do not agree (to be my executor) ” Graham had  once threatened  Ian,  whilst  many of those who were not able to attend in person  watched on stream and or/braved  the cold in Hayes Hill 


Under normal circumstances we would have all gone back to the Club for the Wake. 

“I’ve cleaned out the pipes just in case,” informed Jasper, and the holding of such events was another of Graham’s ideas following his experiences whilst working at Beckenham, but I have no doubt that we will have such an event when it is safe to do so; and all drink diet-coke, no doubt?


Graham’s ashes will now join those of his brother, Bryan on our memorial garden and the Gardening group will make sure that both are well tended 


We have already decided to have a ‘Watts Day’, almost certainly during cricket week, but who will do all of the many jobs that Graham was so adept at? 


Acquiring the caps that are awarded to those colts players who make it through to the 1st Xl 


Running the 200 Club and Super 70 draws 


Organising overseas trips and purchasing benches in memoriam of other great Old Wilsonians 


And, most important of all, who will become the 2nd Xl’s scorer and will he/she ever handle coloured pens in the exemplary way that Graham had done for so many years 

Our entry in the  Kent League handbook 
As reported on the front page,  Club reports will not appear in this year’s Kent League handbook but just on the website, so please find below the entry relating to Old Wilsonians, thereby giving you two opportunities not to read it! 
Please note that this was written and submitted before Graham’s death and an appreciation of him does appear in the handbook 

Perhaps there should be a prize for any Club that does not begin their annual round-up for the league handbook with the words “in this most surreal of seasons” in which cornavirus held sway and did more damage to the game of cricket, and so much more, than an opposing player who terrorises all sides by scoring over 1,000 runs, taking over 100 wickets, holding 50 catches and, for an encore, completes 15 stumpings, despite the fact that he is not a wicket-keeper.

For some clubs there was no cricket at all in 2020, either the consequence of their own decision or a lack of local opponents to play – travelling long distances was certainly a non-runner. 

Even for those in Kent who were prepared to play, nothing transpired until July 18th although, and as far as Old Wilsonians were concerned, in May we were able to announce that, provided a booking system and strict regulations were adhered to, outdoor Nets were available and , thanks to the initiatives of Dave Welch, our Chair, Michael Mitchell, 1st Xl skipper  and Tom Sullivan, our league representative, a virtual game was inaugurated which was both a lot of fun and also raised money for both ourselves and the NHS.  

I did try and work out how it worked but eventually simply came to the conclusion that Dave, the prime architect,  is a very clever man – he even managed to provide a ball by ball commentary for the participants; ‘Test match special’ has been alerted. 

When we did start playing in a league of six – and thanks here to Bromley Common’s Walker family and our own aforementioned 1st Xl skipper –  the 1st  Xl found themselves in a league comprising  of  two Premier league sides, two from Division One , one from Division Two and one from Division Three, whilst the 2nd Xl were pitted against two sides  from the Premier, one from Division One, two from Division Two and one from Division Three, a challenging schedule as both of our sides currently play their cricket in  their respective   Division Twos. 
“We just need to enjoy ourselves” observed the 1st Xl skipper. 

However, six games later, we found ourselves at the top of the division, the highlight being the last game, a  67 run victory against the 2019 Premier league champions, Beckenham. 


As for the 2nd Xl their skipper, Doug Forbes, a man of few words, but many wickets,  and not  available for comment before the season started, was delighted with his side’s record of three wins and three defeats, the highlight being the 246  run trouncing of Bickley Park. 

Could the season get any better, we wondered, as we found ourselves in the quarter finals of the league’s T20 competition,  our side being a mixture of 1st and 2nd Xl players, a contest that invariably sees us fall to a Premier league  team early on,  but, with another  visit to Beckenham in prospect, we wondered  if history could repeat itself in the shorter version of the game.

Well, not quite, because Beckenham batted first this time so it was our turn to chase. They set us a target of 130, we started well but then our hosts took six wickets, but we just managed to crawl over the line with four balls remaining. 


So we had reached the semi-final stage, a home tie against Bexley but because our ground was now being used by the Football Club, Bromley Common kindly agreed to stage the encounter, for which many thanks; their organisation and hospitality were superb. 

We batted first this time and were happy with a total of 171 for 7 and, hard as they tried, Bexley fell 12 runs short of the total they required and we will now play Tunbridge Wells in the final, a game delayed until 2021 because of the pandemic. 

So 2020 saw an Old Wilsonian side beat the Premier League champions, twice,  and  the runners-up once, with the prospect of adding the third placed team to our list of scalps when the final eventually gets played.

In other OW news, congratulations are due to  Shehan Sivaranjan on his inclusion in the Kent County academy  squad, whilst, at the other end of the age spectrum, Sanath Dandeniya and Wayne Crosland have joined Doug Forbes and Siva Ranjan in the Kent League’s over 50s side, whilst Derek Birmingham and Rod Warboys are still both eagerly sort after by the over 70s. 

Coronavirus meant that there were no  cricket teas  this season  –on asking an umpire when the second innings would start he blandly replied, “When I’ve finished my diet-coke “-  and, outrageously, there are a number of clubs who are suggesting that this wonderful tradition should be abolished should there be a return to ‘normality’,  a suggestion that the OWs are strongly  resisting and,  rest assured, your correspondent  will be seeking a large redundancy package should we lose that particular battle for all tea providers throughout Kent. 

We all hope to be playing a full season in 2021 and eagerly await welcoming our opponents to Hayes, both 1st and 2nd Xls, but be warned; both sides are looking for promotion, so you may leave the ground with a minimum number  of points. 

However, you will have the consolation of enjoying the most splendid of teas during the break between innings
A Cricket Quiz to  get your brains working for the season ahead 

We all look forward to Blod and Margo’s pre-season Quiz but although this will not be possible at the moment – later in the season perhaps? – here are some brain teasers for you, all of which relate to the game of cricket 

1. The boundary is marked by a rope. The ball is hit and lands full on top of the rope: how many runs should be scored?

 2. Team A were dismissed for 182. Team B had scored 178 for 9 when the batsmen run one, and have crossed on the second when the return from the fielder hits the helmet lying on the ground? What is Team B’s final score? 

3. The batsman on strike has been warned for running on the protected area. The fifth ball of the over is called and signaled ‘No Ball’, the batsman hits the ball to long-on, the batsmen run 3, but run on the protected area. How many runs should be added to the batting side’s score? 

4. ... and how many runs should be added to the fielding side’s score? 

5. … and how many balls remain to be bowled in the over? 
6. How long, in inches, is the bowling crease? 

7. The bowler’s end umpire calls and signals ‘Wide Ball’; the striker’s end umpire calls and signals ‘No Ball’; the wicket-keeper misses the ball which goes to the boundary. How many runs should be added to the total? 

8. … and how should this be recorded by the scorer? Choose one of the following: 5 Wides,  5 No balls,  1 Wide + 1 No Ball,  1 No Ball + 4 Byes , 5 Wides + 1 No Ball  

9. A ball called and signaled ‘No Ball’  is hit to deep square-leg; the batsmen have crossed on their second run when the fielder throws the ball which goes on to cross the boundary. The umpire signals Short Run. How many runs should be added to the total? 

10. ... and how many signals should the scorer acknowledge? 

11. The batsman edges the ball which flicks the top of the off-stump and removes a bail; the wicket-keeper catches the ball and appeals. Is the striker out bowled  or caught ? 
12, As the bowler runs up to bowl the third ball of an over, he runs out the non-striker who has left his ground early. How many balls remain to be bowled in the over?
More next month   - talking of which
COPY DATE FOR NEXT EDITION  -   April  15th 
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